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Parabhava Sutta:
Discourse on Downfall




Evam me sutam. Ekam samayam
Bhagava Savatthiyam viharati

Jetavane Anathapindikassa arame.

Atha kho annatara devata
abhikkantaya rattiya

abhikkantavanna kevalakappam

Jetavanam obhasetva yena
Bhagava tenupasankami.



Upasankamitva Bhagavantam
abhivadetva ekamantam
atthasi.
Ekamantam thita kho sa devata
Bhagavantam gathaya
ajjhabhasi.



Thus have | heard: On one
occasion
the Blessed One was living In
Savatthi,
at Jeta's Grove, at
Anathapindika’s monastery.



Now when the night was far advanced,
a certain deity whose
surpassing radiance
Illuminated the whole of Jeta’s Grove,
came to the presence of
the Blessed One,
respectfully saluted him, and stood
beside him.



Standing thus, he addressed the
Blessed One in verse:



1. Parabhavantam purisam -
Mayam pucchama Gotamam
Bhagavantam putthuma’gamma
- Kim parabhavato mukham?



About the declining man we
question you,
Gotama, the great teacher
we have come to ask the
Blessed One:

What is the cause of his
downfall?



2. Suvijano bhavam hoti -
Suvijano parabhavo
Dhammakamo bhavam hoti -
Dhammadessi parabhavo



Easily known Is the progressing one.
Easily known is the declining one.
The lover of Dhamma prospers.
The hater of Dhamma declines.



3. Iti h’etam vijJanama -

Pathamo so parabhavo

Dutiyam Bhagava bruhi -
Kim parabhavato mukham?



We understand this as explained
by you;
this is the first cause of his
downfall. Tell us the second,
oh Blessed One.
What is the cause of his downfall?



4. Asant’assa piya honti -
Sante na kurute piyam
Asatam dhammam roceti -
Tam parabhavato mukham



The vicious are dear to him.
He likes not the virtuous. He
approves the teachings
of the Ill taught.

This Is the cause of his downfall.



5. Iti h’etam vijanama -
Dutiyo so parabhavo
Tatiyam Bhagava bruhi -
Kim parabhavato mukham?



We understand this as explained
by you;
this is the second cause of his
downfall. Tell us the third,
oh Blessed One.
What is the cause of his
downfall?



6. Niddasili sabhasili -
Anutthata ca yo naro

Alaso kodhapannano -
Tam parabhavato mukham



The fondness of sleep and
company,
being Inactive and lazy,
and displaying anger
this is the cause of his downfall.



7. Iti h’etam vijanama -
Tatiyo so parabhavo
Catuttham Bhagava bruhi -
Kim parabhavato mukham?



We understand this as explained
by you;
this i1s the third cause of his
downfall. Tell us the fourth,
oh Blessed One.
What is the cause of his
downfall?



8. Yo mataram va pitaram va -
Jinnakam gata yobbanam
Pahusanto na bharati -
Tam parabhavato mukham



If someone being affluent,
does not support his mother
and father
who are old and past
thelr prime
this is the cause of his downfall.



9. Iti h’etam vijanama -
Catuttho so parabhavo
Pancamam Bhagava bruhi -
Kim parabhavato mukham?



We understand this as explained
by you;
this 1s the fourth cause of his
downfall. Tell us the fifth,
oh Blessed One.
What is the cause of his
downfall?



10. Yo brahmanam va samanam va -
Annam va’pi vanibbakam
Musavadena vanceti -

Tam parabhavato mukham



If one by falsehood deceives
either a brahmana, or a recluse,
or any other homeless one
this i1s the cause of his downfall.



11. Iti h’etam vijanama -

Pancamo so parabhavo
Chatthamam Bhagava bruhi -
Kim parabhavato mukham?



We understand this as explained
by you;
this is the fifth cause of his
downfall. Tell us the sixth,
oh Blessed One.
What is the cause of his
downfall?



12. Pahutavitto puriso -

Sahiranno sabhojano

Eko bhunjati sadhuni -
Tam parabhavato mukham



If someone who Is possessed
of much wealth,
who has gold and abundance
of food,
but enjoys these delicacles
by himself
this is the cause of his downfall.



13. Iti h’etam vijJanama -

Chatthamo so parabhavo
Sattamam Bhagava bruhi -
Kim parabhavato mukham?



We understand this as explained
by you;
this iIs the sixth cause of his
downfall. Tell us the seventh,
oh Blessed One.
What is the cause of his
downfall?



14. Jatitthaddho dhanatthaddho
- Gottatthaddo ca yo naro
Sannatim atimanneti -
Tam parabhavato mukham



If one, proud of his birth,
of his wealth, and of his clan,
despises his relations
this i1s the cause of his downfall.



15. Iti h’etam vijanama -

Sattamo so parabhavo
Atthamam Bhagava bruhi -
Kim parabhavato mukham?



We understand this as explained
by you;
this 1s the seventh cause of his
downfall. Tell us the eighth,
oh Blessed One.
What is the cause of his
downfall?



16. Itthidhutto suradhutto -
Akkhadhutto ca yo naro
Laddham laddham vinaseti -
Tam parabhavato mukham



If one Is addicted to women,
Is a drunkard, a gambler,
and wastes all of his earnings
this is the cause of his downfall.



17. Iti h’etam vijanama -
Atthamo so parabhavo
Navamam Bhagava bruhi -
Kim parabhavato mukham?



We understand this as explained
by you;
this Is the eighth cause of his
downfall. Tell us the ninth,
oh Blessed One.
What is the cause of his
downfall?



18. Sehi darehi’santuttho -
Vesiyasu padissati
Dissati paradaresu -

Tam parabhavato mukham



Not satisfied with his own wife,
he I1s seen among prostitutes
and the wives of others.
This Is the cause of his downfall.



19. Iti h’etam vijanama -
Navamo so parabhavo
Dasamam Bhagava bruhi -
Kim parabhavato mukham?



We understand this as explained
by you;
this is the ninth cause of his
downfall. Tell us the tenth,
oh Blessed One.
What is the cause of his
downfall?



20. Atitayobbano poso -
Aneti timbarutthanim
Tassa issa na supati -

Tam parabhavato mukham



A person past his youth
takes as wife, a girl in her teens,
and sleeps not,
being jealous of her.

This Is the cause of his downfall.



21. Iti h’etam vijJanama -
Dasamo so parabhavo
Ekadasamam Bhagava bruhi -

Kim parabhavato mukham?



We understand this as explained
by you;
this 1s the tenth cause of his
downfall. Tell us the eleventh,
oh Blessed One.
What is the cause of his
downfall?



22. Itthi sondim vikiranim -
Purisam va’'pi tadisam
Issariyasmim thapeti -

Tam parabhavato mukham



If one appoints authority
to a woman or a man
who Is a drunkard
and spends carelessly,
this is the cause of his downfall.



23. Iti h’etam vijanama -
Ekadasamo so parabhavo
Dvadasamam Bhagava bruhi -
Kim parabhavato mukham?



We understand this as explained
by you;
this is the eleventh cause of his
downfall. Tell us the twelth,
oh Blessed One.
What is the cause of his
downfall?



24, Appabhogo mahatanho -
Khattiye jayate kule
So’dha rajjam patthayati -
Tam parabhavato mukham



One Is born in the kings' cast
but having little wealth and
great ambitions,
wishes selfishly to become
the king.
This 1s the cause of his downfall.



25. Ete parabhave loke - Pandito
samavekkhiya
Ariyo dassanasampanno -
Sa lokam bhajate sivan'ti.



Fully realizing these
twelve causes
of downfall in the world,
the sage, endowed with
noble insight,
enters the realm of Nibbana.



Etena saccena suvatthi hotu!

By this truth,
may there be well-being!

Sadhu! Sadhu! Sadhu!
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